AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

fact to be borne in mind is that having regard
to our area and our population we are the most
industrialised nation in the world.   The next
fact is this: this little island, out of whose loins
has come a great Empire, is planted close
alongside a continent containing a score of
rival political entities, whose history has been
one of almost ceaseless conflict.   For example,
of the three hundred years from 1618 to 1918,
roughly one hundred and twenty-five have
seen Germany (including Austria), or parts of
Germany, involved in warfare.   The States of
Europe are the residual deposits of war; their
frontiers were congealed in blood on a hundred
battlefields.    They have never known tran-
quillity for long, and beyond the noble qualities
of courage and endurance that war evokes
there survive the ugly and brutal features of
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